Diagnostic pitfalls in transesophageal echocardiography.
The technology of transesophageal echocardiography is now widely available and has proved extremely useful in evaluating cardiovascular anatomy and pathology. Unfortunately, the enhanced echocardiographic detail and multiple transesophageal imaging planes may sometimes be confusing and cause misinterpretations. The majority of these problems are simply the result of operator inexperience. To help prevent misdiagnoses, we have collected a series of the more common diagnostic and technical "pitfalls" of transesophageal echocardiography.